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Voice Control of Musical Synthesis

We would like to invite you to participate in this postgraduate research project.
You should only participate if you want to; choosing not to take part will not
disadvantage you in any way. Before you decide whether you want to take part,
it's important for you to understand why the research is being done and what
your participation will involve. Please take time to read the following information
carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is
not clear or if you would like more information.

This research project is to investigate the idea of using your voice to directly
control a musical instrument. We are developing technical processes to make
this possible, but we are also trying to develop ways to test these processes with
real users to find out what it's like for people to actually use them. We hope that
we and others will be able to create software tools for people to use, based on
the outcomes of this research.

If you do volunteer to take part, then we'll ask you to visit our studio at Queen
Mary University of London on two separate occasions: in the first we'll show you
the systems we are developing and ask you to try them out in the studio, using a
microphone to control a synthesiser. We'll record the session (audio/video), and
we will also ask you a few questions (a “semi-structured interview”) to get some
idea of your impressions of using the systems. This session won't be longer than
two hours, and you'll have chance to take rest breaks etc. At a later date we'll
then ask you back to attend a focus group, where we'd like to talk about the
systems and about the idea more generally, and get more input from you. We will
pay your travel expenses to attend these sessions, plus £10 per session.

We can only take volunteers who are 18 years old or over – this is due to rules
about using under-18s in experiments – sorry, under-18s!

We don't want you to strain your voice during the music sessions, so we will
supply you with water and make sure you take rest breaks as necessary.
Similarly we don't want you to damage your ears, so we'll make sure that the
sound is at a comfortable listening level.

We hope you'll enjoy trying out new technology and being part of the process of
creating it. If you like the sounds you make during the sessions, we'll be happy to
provide you with a recording!

The audio and video recordings of the two sessions are “personal data” and so
you have a right to expect anonymity/confidentiality – all data will be stored in
anonymised form. The audio and video recordings will only be accessible by the
researchers. Transcripts made from these recordings will be analysed and
excerpts may be published, so for your privacy they will be anonymised. During
the focus group session we may wish to use audio/video clips as a basis for
group discussion. If you don't want clips of yourself to be used in this way then
you are very welcome to ask us not to do this – you can ask either now or any
time up to or during the focus group. Similarly, we may wish to use clips as
illustrative examples in public presentations, and if we do then we'll show you the
exact clip and you will be able to allow or refuse us permission to use it in that
way.

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part
you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent
form. If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time and
without giving a reason.

In the event of you suffering any adverse effects as a consequence of your
participation in this study, you will be compensated through Queen Mary
University of London’s ‘No Fault Compensation Scheme’.


